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Stop the Mouth of Sedition
To the Editer of The Tribune.
Sir: The mouth of sedition should he shnt

by a bullet
ith rage, Mr. Editor. 1

1 am not boiling wi :
am not even excited. The point is this my |

his country’s duly sounded call, is to-day
headed for the French trenches, there io be
the target for German bullets. Every volce
raised hers st home, to discourage others
from going with him, they to back him and
he to back them, and so to make thelr mighty
work a success at the lsast sacrifice to any,
{nereases ths chanes, already considerable,
that he will never come back to his mother
and me. [ think that that volee ought to
bo stilled bafore his has been.

But this view, so important to me, so im-
portant to the fathers and mothers of the
theusands who marched down Fifth Avenue
yesterday and to the parents of the hundreds
of thousands that are being gathered from
all over this land to places of training and
The grest

departure, is the very lenst of it
taelf of

thing is that until the world rids i
org of prey
No man's

into heasts no

building.
ig. No man’s wife

ratiens
ran's home
business is ~orth

13

or his cradled baby, getting & breath of fresh |

air in the street in front of his house, is safe

from rape or death.

I have often heard it remarked that this
war is unpopular. What war ever was “pop-
excent to the greed, lust end ambition
{+* What war ever was popular

the enjoyment
of pesce, order and liberty . The word “pop-
on with a war is despica-

ular.”
that caused
to people who want ta live in

in connect)

wlar®
ble.
whers the principle of {ndividual liberty, the

right to muke o home, ta go about freely,

one's lawful buziness without inter-

to protect one's women and children

to do
rupiion,
the barbarity of lust snd murder,

against
cfinitaly presented to the Amer-

tas heen sn d
fean prople as it
Lexington and Concord were not 20 bad as

this. The issus that brought us into eon-

flict with one another sixty years 8go Was

s presented to us to-day.

not g0 had as this.
Not “popular”!
lions of fathers like myself would per-

mil
mit our hoys he from us,

hustled into barges snd then planted straight
vallets and homba and killing

Ila you suppose thst five

to taken away

in the way of

1idn't think it was their duty

gtenches i we

ta go ard cur duty Din

tn gnl

to urgs them

wa five millions would per-

you sunpose st
af men down

in Washington

mit a handful
to impose upon us billiana of taxes for us
to pay next year if we didn't think they

ought to do it and that we ought to pay?

If the war was unpopular, do you suppose
that we wounld leave the mitifestation of
that fact ta a rabble on
Butts or on Hroadway?

'|-r| to now nothing has

a =treet corner in

been allowed to go

unless it necorded

very far in this country
with the will of the people, sind the reison
v war with Gormany i= hecause

The res-

that we are u

we intend to keep things that wiy.
son we are standing thess taxes, the reason

we are handing gu is

ne to our youtnig men,

becsuse, after paticnce against provocation |
unexampled in to hapea ereated
ons day only to be hlasted the next, ufter

proofs that we couldn't believe until proofs
that wa could no lenger doubt, we have Bt
Iast become that end for

which the German armiés wers sent npainst

eonvineed

the
France and Flanders and Russia means not
but wleo

sucerssful in Europe it ia

their conguest only, ours MERNS
that if that end s
sn everlasting menace to nat onal organiza-
individunl liberty everywhere on

tion anrd
this earth,

What is the use of trying to keep up &
home and to conduct a business, a farm, &
profession, to earn a Hving that will con-

i educnte your children,

tent your wife and
{f you have got to sper d hulf of what your
lahor earns and, to the interruption of your
business, epend vears of your life ereating

military equipments gnd performing mill-

tary service in order to be ready to beat

gome ravenous beast that is watching for

the right tima to spring at you? The Ger-
man peopls must now get the sense of this]
at whatever cost to them or us. They ure

responsible.  They don't have te have the
Hohenzollerns and  the German military
sutocracy unless they want them, nor unless
they mean what their godless rulers mean
They are not obliged to huve William and
his scheme any more than we have been
obliged to have our Presidents, from Wash-
ington to Wilson. No blacksmith ever shod
a horee, ro farmer tilled a field to better
result than is got when our President speaks
the mind of the American people in his an-
swer to the Pope telling the German people
that before this war can end the purposes
for which they have permitted their armies
1o be sent out must be definitely abandoned

How perfectly Mr. Wilson said what the
ration means is proved by the fact that we

But never before has thers been a war|

have allowed Congress to enact and the
President te enforce this seloctive draft, well
knowing that others are likely to follow; that
we have allowed him and the Congress te
place on our shoulders a tremandous burden
of taxes, well knowing that other and greater
burdens will be ndded. Now, shall we permit
anvbody, big or little, rich or poor, whether
hisa names I8 Henrst, or Moore, or Haywood,
or Berkman or Goldman, or whatever his in-
tereat, sincers or insincere, to appeal to that
instinct of avoidance of gremt burdens and
fearful risks which is common to us all and
s to be resisted only by a high senss of
duty ?

1 don't care what anybody sald a yesr ago
about England. 1 might then have agreed
with & whole lot of it, even if he had started
with William the Conqueror nnd had never
| stopped until the day when the Germans in-
vaded Belgium. [ don't ears what men snid
n YOAT REO about capitalists and money power
and the encroachment of intrenched wenlth
.4 the rights of tho unprotected poor. 1
might then have agreed with most of what
they said, even though T might not have been
able to mgres with all they suggested in
remedy. But the only thing before this coun-
try now is how to win this war with the

| smallest possible sacrifice of the arms, legs,
lives of the boys that marched down Fifth
Avenue yesterday; of the arms, legs, lives
of those who are marching from everywhere
throughout the country to points of train-
|{n|: and departure for Europe; of the wealth
| that is the sustenance of American industry
and thet earns bread and butter to keep them

a3l fin the field and to keep their wives and chil-
e onl i, i rompt response to ‘D BT ; o
S By only oWl 1p BEURE ! dren, their fathers and mothers, their de-itho sophisticated drop a dime as if it

pendents and those on whom they may huve

{ to depend, from distress and starvation. That
is the only question before the people of
this country just now.

Only &t the risk of his lifa should eny
man be permitted to say or do s thing that
imperils the success of our canse in this war,
Only st the risk of his life should any man
be permitted to say things or do things that
ternd to increase the sacrifices that our natlon
must now make to render this world “safe
{for democracy.” Those of us who sre over
i!‘.fr;, who are not worth drefting, who are

absolutely unable to tote fifty-three pounds
|r-f smmunition and equipment, who must re-
| main at home. in the office, behind the coun-
!trr. or in the fretories, or on the farm, can

dn can make it

| st
| damned unpleasant for sedition; and in sup-

something more—we

port of
ta suppress scdition at home, while my son
and other men's sons are doing the nation's
work abrosd, 1 offer to the President my
service and present to the spirit of sedition
what much or littla I can do for ita swify
extermination. LEMUEL ELY QUIGG.
New York, Aug. %1, 1917,

any step that the President will take

1
i

An Apology Due

On August 28 “The World" declared as
follows:

“Unless the Saratoga conference takes
definite and positive action in regard to
the White House pickets and the flagrant
disleyalty of their conduct, it eannot es-
cape its own share of responsibility for
practices that will otherwise cost the suf-
frape amendment tens of thousands of
votes in this state next fall.”

The Raratogza confercnce has taken defi-
(nite and positive action in regard to the
White House pickets. It has condemned
their conduct by formal resolutions adopted
with only one dissenting vote, and that
cast on a technicality. It has reaflirmed
the loyalty a&nd patriotism of the suffrage
workers of this state—loyalty and pa-
trintiem which have been demonstrated not
by words alone, hut by acts.

The White House pickets have never
represented the women suffragists of this
country, those who already vote and these
seeking enfranchisement, any more thun
the Maximalists represent the great mass
| of the Russian people. They have been re
pudiated and their methods have been con-
demned by national and state leaders of
the suffrage movement, There has
been at any time reason for attributing tn
ciher suffrage bodies than theirs an atti-
tude of sympathy and approval for the
doings of this little group of misguided
zealots, or for undertaking to visit
other suffragists the weight of disapproval
i which their activities called forth.

In view of all these circumstaneces, it
seems to The Tribune that “The World"
owes an apology to the suffragists of Noew
York State for a series of editorials which
unjustly and unwarrantably aspersed the
lnvalty of the million wemen who are en-
rolled in the party here.

not

On

Increased Pay for Teachers

In the budpet of the Board of Educa-
tion provision has heen made, at the desire
of Presidnt Willeox, for in
pay for young school teachers which are
| thoroughly desirable. Instead of begin-
ning at a yearly salary of $720 and ob-
tuining a yearly increase of 860 until the
salary becomes $1,000, they would hegin
at $800, receiving that sum for three vears
|and then $900 a vear for a second three-
| year term. After that their compensation
|\\'ould increase $60 a year until the $1,500
point was reached.

This change, small as it applies to each
i individual, will make a considerable addi-
{ tion to the total of the city's budget if the
| Board of Estimate sunctions it. But there
|can be no question of its wisdom or of
|its justice. A schoo! teacher begins work
‘mow for the wages of a clerk or stenog-
|rapher of average competency. Her
| wdvancement is strictly limited, no matter
how fast she may develop in her work or
how valuable her services may become,
That is not precisely the way to attract
the best kind of material to the city's ser-
viee. Educational experts know that,
whatever curriculum the schools may pre-
jsent, the results obtained inevitably de-
pend on the quality of the teaching staff.
No system can be better than the teachers.
And the difficulty to-day is not to get
teachers, but to get good teachers.
More and more, with wide opportunities

INCreases

the professions, they are going into other
lines of endeavor than school teaching

where rewards for merit are surer and
swifter and chance of individual advance-
ment is greater, They cannot be blamed
for that, Living costs are skyrocketing;
the girl with initiative and confidence in
her knowledge and ability must do the
best she can for herself. Good hours,
long vacation period and certain tenure
of office during good hehavior cannot
counterpalance vears of toil for small
wages.

New York City needs the good material
i its teaching staff, not material not good
enough to go elsewhere, This good ma-
terial must be obtained by meeting market
conditions. The increases in pay for the
voung teachers, who are hit hardest by
the present scale of wages, are frankly
an endeavor to meet the competition of
business and the professions. 1f New

York City is to get the brand of teachers
it should have, not culls, the pew scale
should be adopted.

Our Cherished Brigands

Various motives doubtless combine to
disarm blood-thirsting patrons and pro-
tect the lives of hat-check boys and
maidens from annihilation. How many |
uplifted arms have been restrained by a
|sheer sense of convention! Americans
are for the most part sheep in this de-
generate age. Put the rawest oil man
from Oklahoma in one of our palaces-on-
' the-American-plan, and he will lose all his
proudest, roughest edges in a week. From
seowling at the hat boy he rapidly achieves
|that negligent, blasé gesture with which

iwere a decoration into the impudent,
| blankety blank, outstretched palm. We
I may grind our teeth in secret and perhaps
write a letter to our newspaper—if we
don't forget on the way downtown. There
we rest. As for anvthing as mussy as
murder, it is quite unthinkable.

Reyond the restraining influence of con-
vention, however, and beyond even ten-
derness of heart—for doubtless hat boys
and hat girls are human, and who knows
what a sweet natured side the little
| brigands may show at home!—and heyvond
| also sheer laziness and irertia, we suspect
| there is one other rather important factor

|which handicaps Americans in dealing
:r:ghtl_v with this problem, That is a sort|
of national amusement at being done, pro-
vided the doing is sufficiently neat. We|
like to think that American business has
progressed beyond the days of wooden
nutmegs. And for the most part it has.
Yet some traditiona! memory of Yankee
| shrewdness seems to have lingered on to|
| color our peint of view even if it does not|
corrupt our product. |

The process of separating a diner-out
from his hat.check dime has just the
qualities which this national weakness
admires. It is swift, agile and grotesquely
impudent, Just how impudent the current
laweuit in  Brooklyn discloses. A con-
cessionaire was revealed as offering no
less than 24,500 for a year's right to the
hat-check privilege in this café, That
was in Brooklyn, ton. In Manhattan the
disproportion of the chayge to the expense
undoubtedly more preposterous. An
ceven moare interesting item was the fact
that the hat-check boys were accused by
restaurant itself of not treating
patrons with equal courtesy. Non-tippers
were jeered at or grimaced at. To be sure, |
the restaurant announced its desire of
ing this diserimination. But hat-check
vs are human and the ways of impu-|
dence are subtle.  Brooklyn, we guess,
will not dn mueh better than Manhattan,

A custom that most Americans take as
a piece of annoying but amusing trickery
will be slow in passing. Everybody con-
spires to perpetuate it, and the oceasjonal
hern with a grouch and a will sufficient to
tring him to impale himself upon the
withering bayvonet glances of a hat room
lonely and nuseless death.
foolish a= a wise

18

the

squad dies a
There iz nobady
people,
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Fntertainment Wanted

(Frmn The Pactland Ovegenias

Tha theatrien)l managers aof the countey
and the War Work Couneil of the Young
Mon's Christtan Associntion are d .-f.'nvm-.!.-u-l

#t ahout the same time that neither eivilian
nor soldiers want “sob stuff” at their pluces |
Word comes from the East)|
= of o serioy

M

managers gay that the eight million or

of entertninment

thit there sre to he fewsr |
wature in the coming season, and the Y,
A
gn fest of flm they are preparing to show in
tha army eantonments #t home and ahrond
will have little 1o do with “home and mather.”

[}

Both hers sand ubroad all are working hard
PPecple want to be relaxed, not harrowed. The
mizsion of the entertniney now is anly to en- |

terinin

Weo nire sll'more pr less in the situation of
the tived business
henefit roof garden shows were mads.

man, for whose especial
We
are doing & good deal more thinking than|

usual, and thinking is hard work, as any ona!
Wnnws who has tried it. The young fellows|
who are going abroad are busy learning the!
work of the séldier, and the folks at homs
ave under a cumulative strain. So those who
tand why the fallies and the revues
0 the grest centy ol mental pres

chend why all aver the ¢nun-|

ure will eompr
try we have the promise of a diet of comedy, |
farce and frothy musie. Those who still pre- |
fer more substantinl can only |
make the best of |t }

 The O

something

d Hen_

ipgre Olyreroer

All the couniry seems to have a grudge
apainet the old hen just now, Houscholders |
sre abusing her bhecause she has quit laying

snd has brought sbout a condition of & 40-
cents-n-dozen wholesale ¢gg murket, and deal-
¢rs do mot want to buy her because publie
pppetite Is running to younger and trn-lertr.—
meat. The fact is that this is what the farm- |
cra call the moulting season for the old hen,|
and she 15 tuking her annual rest, Ir;:.'lrtlpu|
of the effect of the price on eggs. And the
old ken 1= going to suffer the consequences.
In cases where the home merchants will not
huy her she is shipped to other markets, and
the whole country is being depleted of its|
Lup hens. This conditton forecasts a |
ed shortage in the egg market, and!

» duy may be near at hand when the publie |
will be glad 1o get egis at 50 cents o dozen. |
This is a xituation which cunnot be churged |

le

| f the country and i= n practical illustration

of the workings.of the favorite law of supply
and demand.

| smt
| states, “We are trying to put an iron hand

“Fnemies Within"

The Civil Libeﬂic-a ﬂu-r_enu Does Not
Indorse All Its Allies

To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir:  Our attention has been ealled to
your articla on the Civil Liberties Hureau
of the Amerlean Unlon Against Militarism,
in to-duy's issus under the title “Enemies
Within,®

It is indeed @ remarkable tribute to the
Civil Liberties Bureau thast, in the midat
of war und its passion, you ean find nothing
to eriticise in the many utterances of the
personnel of its governing committee or its
specific nctivities, Your mttack is entirely
confined to the publication of extracts from
magazines of various radical orgunizations
with which you say the Civil Liberties Bureau
is masocinted,

It i true that the first publieation of the

| Civil Liberties Bureau stated that the bureau

wiid coopernting with representatives of other
seganizations, radical wnd otherwise, which
soupht to defend the conscientious objector.
If our work wera to be efficient, it was, of
course, necessary thut we should know the
point of view of all the radicul organizations
from whose ranks would wrise consclentious
ohjectors, advocates of free gpeech and others
whose liberties nre especinlly imperilled in
war time. Even wo, the Civil Liberties Bu-
yeau nt all times controlled its own policies
and bore no organie relations to any other
orgunization except the American Union
Against Militarism,

Members of our committee feel thut in n
war for democracy there is no more patriotie
duty than to keep democracy alive at home.
Democracy rests upon discussion, upon those

ancient American liberties, freedom of con-|

«cience, of the press and of assemblage. As
far as the Civil Liberties Bureau is con-
cerned, we have tried, not without some
measure of siceess, to maintain these rights
by friendly conferences with government of-
ficials.

When men stand for freedom of speech they

do not neeessarily yphold everything that

vvery spepker eays. In the struggle for tri-
umph ever Germany your own paper has wel-
comed the allinee of the minority Socialists
of America with great enthusiasm, But it
does not follow that you are thersfora con-
verted to the Socialist doectrine of Mesars,
Russell, Spargo, Walling and others. Neither
does it follow that the Civil Liberties Bureau
of the American UUnion Against Militariam is
a convert to anarchy because it stands for

the ancient American liberties and is ohliged |
in ita struggle to keep in touch with all or-|
i What of the Holy Roman Empire?

ganizations which are likely to suffer under
the growing theory of Prussianism at home.
NORMAN M. THOMAS,
ROGER N. BALDWIN,
For the Civil Liberties Burean.
New York, Aug. I8, 1017,

Has Price Fixing Failed?
Ta the Editor of the Tribune. |

Sir: Mr. Carl Snyder says that “failure of
price fixing ir inevitable because maximum
output depends on high prices” This is
easy to understand, but the underlying reason
must he mora forcefully brought before the
people who nre giving their dear ones to de-/
fend our democracy.

One plain fact needs first be stated lest
we forget in our greed for gain pur need for
eoncerted netion, We are at war. [

Now let us sce just why Mr. Snyder makes |
the failure of price fixing inevitable. 1
sny “makes the failure inveitahle,” for it is|
what he does in his vory aceurate conelusion.
He says: “Let prices soar on all needed
materinls or else we will limit the output”
Of course this is the same as saying that the
output will diminish from the standard now
But how limit the output? Because, he

on the throat of the money men and the men |
with brains,” and “If a ressonable price is
set on one commaodity, as steel or copper o*
wheat, immediately ecapital and enterprise
will seek fields where prices are not fixed
and profits are greater.”

So here we have the essence of our wonder- |
ful demoeracy; controlled by men of money |
and brains and with so little patriotism that
they Immediately withdraw their finaneial
upport of nation's urgent necessity at
times of stress and look forward with greedy
eyes to profits and more profits.

Mr. Snvder. you are wrong, as time will|
skow, for I eannot place the men of finance
and brains on 70 low a level as to think that

they would allow their own sons and neigh-

Lors" sons to go forth to hattle and then |
withdraw mere gold |
You say: "A echild's primer of economiecs

will endeaver to make clear that the price
determined by the marginal de-
Admitted; but may | ask, Was that
X

i " |
se0 do not be too harsh on the theorists|

i=

s
2 primer written under war conditions

lin Washington when you yourself theorize.

RAYMOND . TATE.
, 1917,

Rrooklyn, Aug, 27

The Inalienable Right of Disagreement
Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

The writer of "Suffragists and P:\r|‘|
15t5” in to-day's Tribune seemsz to he both
shocked and surprised that you eould advo-
s =uffruge and yet he capable of
Now that

uffrage has been granted in =0 many states,
and the feeling is that it is only & matter of
time before all states will give it, 1t seems |
incredible that mny one could expect that
amang the millions of women voters there
wotlld be none who advocate peace, none who
either sympathize or aid White House pickets,
and that there should be found among them
a Crystal Ebstman,

Woman suffrage is not a huge machine
which thrusts individaals in at one end and

Sir:

cate womar

the editerial “Enemies Within."

| grinds out a uniform type nt the other, like |

¢o many neat little sausages. There ure
many types of women nmong suffragists, and |

L one of their great privileges is that they |

may disagree on & dozen important themes,
but they are now and always united in their )
cffarts to establish universal suffrage and to |
promote the welfare «f their sex.
OLIVE MURRAY HINKLE.
New York, Aug. 28, 1017,

l

America From a Distance |

I'n the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: To an observer just back from a dis- |

| tunee the purposes of most of tha American

press in this war seem to be:

1-—To discredit war as a means of inter- |
rational adjustment by ourselves rejecting
in the process all other means except war;

2 To insure and make permanent the
right Xind of peace by discouraging lm:li
even preventing free discussion of it; |

3—To destroy secret diplomaey by fstlb-!
lishing it; |

4 To set the world an example of the
fruits of liberty by gugging free speech |
ilmost as timorously as old Russia gagged |
it; and,

i To persuade the German people to con- |
trol thelr irresponsible government by our- |
selves refusing to permit representatives of
that part of them most likely and able to|
control it an opportunity to meet represents- |
vves of that part of our own people from

opened for young women in business | te the eamp, because it prevails in &1l parts | whom a Germin majority is ih |
: ess an ) ¥ is most likely to

understand and aceept American ideals of
'r"l--‘inm‘ WITTER BYNNER.
New York, Aug. 30, 1017,

| émpire stretched much further even tow

}
| the Rhone.

| man Empire with the present Germany such

' who had peceived it in usufruect, but it may

The Wish of Alsace-Lorraine

(From the Bulletin of

In the programme of pesce which they
exposed at Stockholm the German majority
Socialists expressed themselves in the fol-
lowing manner on the subject of Alsace:
Lorraine:

As regards Alsace-lorraine, we must first of all
declare thut it eannot be considered us an inde-
pendent nutlonal state or, in any way, as having a
distinet nationslity. Ethnographleally, nine-tenths
of ity inhabitants are of German origin. Only “
per cent of Ita ulation makes use of the Fren
lungunge. u..;.l'ﬂ. it mhould be remarked that Al
suee-Lorraine has not changed hands in the eourse
of the war. With the exception of w very emall
vegion, it hus remnined under the German domina-
tion,  Helonging first of all to Germany, ethno-
graphically and politically, the territories of Alsace-
lorraine were, in the course of the ages, weparated
from Gesmany by France by meana of a forced an-
nexation. At Frankfort, in 1871, they were restored
unce again to Germany. It is therefore alwolutely
unjust to spsak of Franee's historic rights. The
return of Alsace-Larraine to France would he equiva-
lent to an annexation on the part of the Intter na-

tion, And It must in ¢ Ul e be r
conformably to the prineiple of peace without an-
nexations,

That is the doctrine of official Germany,
the doetrine which the German historians
have sought to impose and which the “North
Germuny Gazette” recently took up ngain
with a great display of erudition. It Ia
summed up thus: Alsace-Lorraine is Ger-
| man by ethnography, by language and hy
| history. It was torn from Germany by
' force. France has no right to it

We foel no difficulty in following the
Germans upon the historical ground. We
will even appeal to n much mors recent his-
tory which they deliberately pass over in
silence.

It is perfactly exaet that German invaders
eronsed the Rhine fifteen centuries ago and
installed themselves in the Gaul of that
time. It {8 impossible to say to-day to what
extent they may have modified the old sub-
stratum of Celtic population, Romanized by
the conquest. They were never abla to im-
pose their language except on a part of the

FE—————

ember of the French Nalion as an

It Was and Is to Remain a M

Eternal Right Against All Usurpers

the Alliance Francaise)

know,” roplied our Fustel de Coulanges in
1870 to Mommsen, “do you know what made
Alsnce French? It was not Louis XIV; l!
wns our Revolution of 1789, Since tha
time Alsace has followed all our destinies;
sho has livad our life. All that we thought,
she thought; all that we felt, she felt. She
has shared our glory and our reverses, all
our joys and our sorrows, She has had
nothing in common with you. The mother
country for her is Franee, The foreigner
for her is Germany.” And he added:
“What distinguishes nations is
rice nor language.
that thay are one same people when they
have a community of ideas, of interests, of
affections, of recollections and of hopes,
That is what makes the country. That ix
why men wish to march together, to fight
together, to live and die for each other
The country is what we love.”

neither

Language Is Not the Country
They tell us, while falsifying the figures

almost entirely German in language. But
if German patois wera spoken in Alsace and
in s part of Alsace-Lorraine, patois which
the Germans themselves could hardly under-
stand, it is too easily forgotten that the of-
ficial language, that of all cultivatad peopls,
was Freneh. In the most remote villages
the men who returned from military serviee

and Alsace was alwavs a land of soldiers

all knew French. And once again the lan-
guage is not the country.

history of Alsace-Lorraine should stop at
1870,
that epoch?

In 1871, when France, completely exhaust-

any legal government. The empire had col-
lapsed after Sedan. The government of Na-
tional Defence, which had saved tha honor '
Fof the country, had not issued from a regu-!
lar election. It was necessary to convoke

a freely elected assembly at Bordeaux. They

country, The town of Metz and its neigh-| knew quite well in Alsace and in Lorraine
| borhood have slways been Roman in lan-| that the fata of the country was going to
| guage. It maiters little, after all; it is be decided. Never was an election more

neither the language nor the race which
makes nations.

Tt is perfectly exact that, after the dislo-

eation of the empire of Charlemagne, Lor- |

raine and Alsace were finally attached to
| the Germanic Holy Roman Empire. This
ard
It went heyond the Meuse and
Lyons and Marseilles were in-
cluded in it, as were Burgundy, the Low
Countries, Switzerland and the greater part
of Italy. Would that be & sufficient arr_ru-l
ment for annexing these countries to (er-
many to-day? And is it not playing upon
words to confound the Germanic Holy Ro-

the west.

as it was constituted in 18717 For where, |

in this aggregate of peaples, was the com-
mon tie which forms nations? They were
disputing in Alsace in the sixteenth century |
upon the question whether the country \ra;_|

French or German.
It is perfectly sxact that Alsace and Lor- |

| raine nlmost in their entirety were attached |

to Franca by conquest. But all modern
states heve been given hirth by conquest
Is it possible that Prussia may have forgot- |
ten her own history? They were easy con-
quests, moreover, which were made Wi!hout|
much resistance, for these countries had|
long beer. open to French influenes. Metz |
had been in France’s possession sines 1552,
Alsace sinee 1648, Strasburg since 1831, The
duchy of Lorraine, declared independent in
1542 at Nuremberg (liber et non incorpora-
bilis ducatus), became offcially French only |
in ‘1764, at the death of Stanislas I.ec:imkl.l

bhe said that for a century, except at short |

|intervals, it had been constantly occupied

by France,

Yos, all these countries were conquered,as |
were connuered one by one all the provinces
which make up French unity. But what
the German histerians do not say is that
they sceepted the conquest very quickly and |
willingly gave themselves to France. The |
French Revelution, by the great breath of |
Whorty and of idealism which it caused tol
pass through men’s souls, effaced the last |
reenllections and the last regrets. “Do you

Sropr—

| Cleanliness and Godliness Touching

the Views of an Unwashed Doctor

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A doetor recently made the statement
that woe take too muny baths and that by
paying too much attention to our bodiss we
neelect our souls; with the result that we are
more immoral than we were in the dear old
day: when buths were unknown or were in
dulged in merely as  kind of Saturday night
indaor sport. |

Thi= was the point of view of the monks
in the Middle Ages, and their frightful
profligaey in those days undoubtedly wenk-
ened the hold of the Church on the masses
and prepared the ground for the Reforma-
tion. Monastic licentiodsness was the basis
of many of Balzac's “Droll Stories,” of the
tales of Boccaccio and the far from white
nights of Margaret of Navarre,

This gond, but presumably unwashed, doe-
tor indicts the people of to-day for immoral
tendencies on account of excessive ablutions,
and cites as evidence the allegation that they
are intsrested in sex problem plays and |
novels and negloet the works of the “Bard of |
Avon' the title is his own selection.

It would be interesting tn know exactly
kow much the protagonist of the bathless has
tesd of the works of his "burd.” Has he read
some of Sie Tohy Belch's speeches in “Twelfth
Night," Falstaff's speeches? Has he read
“The Merchant of Venice,” “Measure for!
Measure,” “Venus and Adonis,” “The Rape of
Lucrece”? Also, as an evidence of the ten-
dencies of other periods noted for abstinence
from bathing, there are the comedies of the
Restoration in England: in Rome, the epi- |
grams of Martial, the writings of Petronius,
Ovid and the rest. In France we have the
works of Rabelais; and as giving an secount |
of the lubricity of the unwashed there are|
Zola's "L'Assommoir” and “La Terre.” Finally, |
we might inquire how carefull® the doctor
has read his Bible,

It would appear almost like expatiating on |
the obvious to lubor the point were it not for |
the fuect that there are still persons in the
civilized world who would welcome the doe-
tor's theory as camouflage to mask their own
laziness and aversion to water. Yet can there
be doubt that the man who bathes and shaves
himself on rising is a better and cleaner eiti- |
zen in consequence, both in mind and body ?

New York, Aug. 31, 1017, 8.

| 1851,

| them will be glad of the suggestion, and ne

|poip;nnnt. Like one man, in spite of the
(German occupation, which hardly facilitated
' complets understanding, the two provineces
voted for those who wanted to continue the
war and struggle to the end for the integ-
rity of the country. At the head of the list, |
as & sign of gratitude and of hope, they in-
zeribed the name of Gambetta. And s@!-_on.
1at Bordeaux, the majority had naccantod
Germany's hard conditions, one of the slect-
ed representatives, the Alsatian Keller, came

to eoase to be French.

In proof of which we take our fellow ¢
France, the governments and the xlvmololg"‘::“t;i
whole world to witness that we consider in advance
as null and vold all ncts and treaties, vote ar ple.
biscite which should consent to abandon for the begp-
efit of the foreigner the whale or a part of our
provinees of Alsace.Lorraine

We proclaim by the present ast that the right of

| the Alsatinns and of the Lorralniuns to pemain

members of the French nation is ferevar inviolable
and we swear both for ourselves and for our constit.
u?'r;h} nur“shnlrrlren ?'m! their descendants, that we
will eternnlly claim this right by every m tow:
and against all usurpers, PV IR AT
Dirawn up at Bordeaux on the 17th of February,
The signatures of Gambet'a and of the
other thirty-five representatives of Alsace-

Lorraine follow.
A Prussian Avowal :

The sentiments of Alsace-Lorraine have
remained the same. [t i3 not necessary to
ask for Alsace-Lorraine's decision by mur:ll
of & plebiscite which would, besides, raise
practical difficulties which Germany ecould
take advantage of. No country has ever
manifested its will in a more clear man-|
ner. Those who, an the morning of August'
2, 1814, saw the young Alsace.lorrainisns |
of the frontier villages ecacaping by all sorts
of tricks, in spite of the revelvers of the
German gendarmes, and coming to enrall
themselves gladly in the gervies of France
have no doubt as to the fesling of Aleace- |

Lorraine. After the war we shall knowli

how many of these Frenchmen of Alsace- 0E°F the Socl

Men foel in their hearts |

at the same time, that Alsace.Lorraine [s|

It is strange that, for the Germans, the |

Has nothing, then, taken plaes since !
Now, this s what took place: |

ed, had to negotiate, there wnz no longer |

Why We Are at War

Real Cause Lies in Future Threat ¢
Mailed Fist

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Nations as well as individualy n
ruled by intangible causes. The fe
that inapire their actlons ars often
deeper than their speech, and for thig ry,
son thuir deeds often seem prophetic, Peg
of the people who fought out our wap g
the past were aware of the real signif
of those wars. We began the Revolut)
War to avoid the psyment of &n unjus! tar,
Wo won a separate nations) ideal,

To find the real causs for our war wity
Germany one must look to the futurs, ne
to *he past,

We are not at war on account of the wropgy
of Helgium or France, nor ara wa ineplesd
by any sense of sympathy with either |
{or England though these [eelings doyh.
{lesa help with some people. Wao are not g
lwar to “make the world safe for demoerany
for the average American cares very liuly
whether Japan and South Africa are deme.
cratic or monarchic. Wa have not gons ¢y
war over the sinking of the Lusitania o
the work of German plotters in this eogs.
try, even though these are sufllcient c8dney
for war. Nor have we gone to war becagy
we dislike the Germans themselves. On ty
tcontrary, this country s full of respect fp
| the Germany that ft has hitherto known—the
| Germany of science, art, law and stang
| eitizenship, °

The trouhle lies in the fact that Germany
?ms entered upon a enurse of conduect whig
| i n distinct threat to cur own liberty asg
| future destiny. True, Germany has, doubs
less, been uneware of any evil intent, buty
| course of setion once entered leaves you e
| longer able to control your destiny, That
is under the control of the logic of eventa—
and the end is inevitable, Germany must by
beaten, or she must continue as she has be.
| gun- even to the end.

Here is her position: She has sufered im.
mense losses, not least of which are her fop
eign commerce, financial connections and hee
prestige in art and philosophy. Her only
means of recouping her losses is her power
in arms. Force, however, begets the neef
for mors foree, Supposze Germany able 1y
maka peace to-dav upon the basis of n
snnexations and no indemnities. She wogld
find a world allled against her—an alliane
based upon & mutual feeling of fear and
distrust, Belgium, for the sake of self-pro-
tection, would place her future with France
or England. Rumania would unite with Rus.
sia, and Serbia with Greece; and Ruossiy,
France, England, Italy and thelr colonies

| would merely, as a matter of precaution, con.

tinue their present alliance in some other
form—and the remainder of the world would
share their feelings.

Suppose Germany triumphant in this wap
How would she deal with this anti-Germa
faeling—how would she feel that she must

! fcr:.",d.‘to real at the tribune the moving deal with it? Her only answer to this worlds
| protestation of those who were not willing | feeling of distrust would be bigger armies

and navies, maintained by enormous indem-
nities which the United States would be help-
rg to pay. The “mailed fist” would be
Inocking at the door of every governmest
bousa in the world and every financial insti
tution, and back of that fist would be the
threat of Belgium and Serbia. The United
States will never submit to live under the
shadow of such a threat.

The spectre of Germany triumphant,
super-armed, dominant, with Belgium under
her feet—this is the feeling that has called
America to arms. She will not put up her
wenapons till that spectre is laid to rest

J. F. BOYDSTUN,

Collinaville, Conn,, Aug. 24, 1917,

Mr. G. B. Shaw on "'Skinning Alive”
(From The London Times)

The Summer School of the Fabian Society

is being held st Prier’s Field, Godalming,

gnd will eontinue wuntil September &
Mr, . Bernard Shaw was the ehief speaker
yesterday.

On the subfect “Tha Comedy of Imperisl
Idealism,” Mr. Shaw spoke on the war and
the proposed conference at Stockholm. He
said:

“I am very doubtful about going to Stock-
holm. [ den’t quites sesa what we are going
thera for., War is a thing which does not
alist schema of society, Their

Lorraine cama to fight for us and haw  Ccnception of society regards war as an obso-

many have fallen for tha revenge of Righe. |
And we shall alse know hew Germany has |
treated the seldiers of Alsace-Lorraine. Mr.
von Jagow said, in 1913, at the time of the !
scandalous affair of Saverne: "The Ger- |
man officers in garrison in Alsace-Lorraine |

leta barbarism as a method of settling dis-
putes. Yet hera comes the comedy. Some
Socialists are imagining that they have some-
thing to do with the war and that they will
have an important part in making the tarms
of peace. But they will find that they will

3\:‘; ;‘;e‘thr:p::?:g }Ihs‘i‘:h;ra “:e:‘lml'::'lg"have nothing whatever to do with the terms
- 05 . ¥ aatis- | of * 1 . i
Rud with 1Ml avowsl ob & Prissih fine :n ::;: ;,n::-:towr desires they might have

tiapary.

The Vagrant Canine

As a Thief and a Home He Deserves |

Extinction f

To the Editar of Tha Tribunes, [
Sir: Inhumane or not, | must say it: I da!
not own a dog. But there are plenty of dogs
in the vicinity; they trespass, so I feel that [
help considerably in their upkeep. BRut I'd
like to own a dog, There are even times when [
I would like to own others' dogs, if only fnrl
a shart time, certain evenings. If I had a!
dog, I'm sure no dog would ever eat angthing |
but soup and soup hones, ever do any .inmngo',!
ever have hydrophobia, ever get ugly, and [
suppose my dog would be standing by in tear. |
ful distress if [ should meet death, l
C'onstantinaple, famous for its dogs
hoasted few humans who were endeared to|
one single canine specimen, and fow were the
specimens  worthy of endearment. And, |
strangely enough perhaps, I notica that none
of your correspondents champion this, the!
homeless dog: and few of those whe have
dogs champion sny others’ dogs. On the
other hand, those who have east aspersion on |
the canine character in goneral have not been
libellous toward any special dog. In short,
none have defended the vagnbond cur. As a
vagabond, and therewithal a thief and a home

| for dangerous micro-organisms, he deserves|

extinction, Extinction as & vagrant may |
mean either adoption as a member of the |
family or condemnation to the fertilizer |
plant, preferably the latter s mora pnrmu‘!
nent, Now, | understand from the lotters
of these dog lovers thut they are dincere m!.
their pussion for the creatures; therefore few |
of these writers and dog lovars will object 1:.[
adopting a few of these stray dogs; many of

one will miss the vagrants,

As for food conservation, let us trust that
we will never have to eat “dog.” To guard |
against such a disaster, we ought to conserve
our present food supply., Possibly the maw
of the incinerator i1s for New Yorkers no
better than the maw of the house dog, but
neither should reccive what can be stretehed
to & consideration as food for humans. In
smaller cities and in the country there is no
excuse whatever for the leftovers going to
the dogs. Support a 175-egg hen or grow a
f-pound eapon on these same leftovers.

As [ said, I do not ewn a dog. | would like
to acquire one tnat is silent, loving, trusty,
toothless, and which never has mange, fleas,
puppies or an appetite. KAPPALPHA.

West Haven, Conn., Aug. 20, 1017.

| war by disliking it

{ them that?

“The notinn that any numhber of persons,
like Sacialists, or pacifiste, or anvhody else,

ean come in and say that their feelings must

be considered is to me almost inconceivably
eilly. Who is going to listen to them? At
the end of the Franco-Prussian War the Ger-
mans had a victory, and they simply took
overything they could get. They imposed an
enormous indemnity on France, and when it
w3 paid so quickly they were afterward sorry
that they had not made it much lurger. Ger-
many also tack the two provinees of Alsace
and Lorraine. Protests were made agsinst
the annexation of the provinces by the Ger-
man Socialists and they were put into prison.
Hismarck, the most powerful statesman ln
Germany, aleo protested, and although he was
not put into prison he was equally powerless
in the matter. You may take it from me that
if the Germana beut us in this war they will
skin us alive, And if we beat the Germans
wa shall skin them alive, and we cannot help
doing it. No amount of agitation by Social-
ists, pacifists, or any one clge will prevent us
taking the fullest measure of our victory. I
we are not gotng to do s, what are we fight-
ing for?

“You don't succesd in making an end of
Being in the war, you
But again, I ask, 18
holm to tell

Lave got to fight it out,
it worth while going to Stoc
If you have any othep thing o
eay to the Germans when you go 10 Kroek-
kolm, what is it?"

Girls Are Girls
(Prom The Philodelphia Publo Le
A great soeial truth was enuncinted by tho
innitor of a New York apurtment house, who
had lost his job, he explained, by his wife's
ienlousy of the elevator girls he had eme
ployed, and was being sued by her for no-
“Girls are girls,” anid the ahrewd

Sl

support.
obesrver, "and you have to pay more attess

tion to them than you do to men” THE

theory that women who go Into husinesh

should be treated “just like men™ is held bY

many, especially hy the women themselves

It i2 an execllent theory, but it does not ake

wnys work in practice. There is & cerialn

naturn) deference to their sex whieh women

cannot easily escape, even in these days, whes

chivalry is regarded as among the lost nrté

Perhups the innitor was overattentive; thert

muy have been a touch of Lothario in his

composition. men have senid

enough to realize that a womun who is earns

ing her living does not like Lo be arnayed by

trifling gallantries, however much she may

valua little courtesies. But it is still trués
that “girls are girls,” and that doing a man's

work will not make them anything else. And
why should we wish that it might?

Sume not




